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FMCSAôs Current Enforcement Program

ÅSafeStat ïmeasurement system used today to 

determine the safety performance of motor carriers

ÅCompliance Review Process ïonsite review of a 

motor carrierôs operations

ÅSafety Ratings ïresult of the Compliance Review, 
Satisfactory, Conditional, or Unsatisfactory
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Limitations of Current Model

ÅApproximately 5,000 people killed per year

ÅMore carriers than Federal/State Investigators

ïFMCSA regulates ~725,000 interstate and foreign-based 

truck and bus companies

ÅCompliance Review (CR) is effective, but it is labor 

intensive

ïOnly able to reach < 2% (~12,000) of total carrier 

population annually 
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Comprehensive Safety Analysis 2010

What is CSA 2010?

ÅImproves the efficiency and 
effectiveness of FMCSA

ÅReduces commercial motor                   
vehicle (CMV) crashes, 
fatalities, and injuries.
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Why Change?
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Where does it all starté
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The New Model

CSA 2010 introduces three new components to FMCSAôs 
enforcement and compliance model:

ÅNew Safety Measurement System (SMS) to replace SafeStat

ÅNew intervention process to augment compliance reviews

ÅNew approach to the Safety Fitness Determination (SFD)
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A New Operational Model (Op-Model)
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New Measurement System

ÅAssesses safety of carriers and CMV drivers based on unsafe 

behaviors that lead to crashes

ïCalculates safety performance based on 7 Behavior Analysis and 

Safety Improvement Categories (BASICs)

ïWeights time and severity of violations based on relation to crash risk

ïUses crash records and all safety-based violations found at roadside

ÅMeasures carrier safety performance 

ïIncludes a new tool for use by Safety Investigators to assess driver 

safety performance

Å In the future, measurement results will support future Safety Fitness 

Determinations 

ïNow in rulemaking; success of CSA 2010 not dependent on rule
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SMS BASICs
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New Measurement System ïDriver 

Information

ÅAll violations count toward a carrierôs score

ïIf received while driving for that carrier

ÅOnly violations within the control of the driver (as deemed 

by the Agency) count toward a driverôs assessment

ïFor example: speeding, hours-of-service violations, etc.

ÅCarriers cannot see historic driver assessments

ïCarriers can only see the violations received while the driver 

was employed by the driverôs current company
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New Measurement System ïDriver 

Information (contôd)

ÅIndividual driver assessments are used by investigators 

during carrier investigations only

ïTo identify drivers with safety problems

ïTo prioritize driver sample during carrier investigation

ïTo issue Notice of Violations/Notice of Claims to individual 

drivers based on this driver investigation as appropriate

ÅSMS BASICs will replace SafeStat Safety Evaluation 

Areas (SEAs) data sent to Roadside Inspectors 

ïAssist in determining level of inspection

ïNorth American Standard (NAS) Inspection procedure does not 
change
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New Interventions Process

The New Interventions Process addresses theé

ÅWHAT 

ĬDiscovering violations and
defining the problem

ÅWHY

ĬIdentifying the cause or 
where the processes broke down 

ÅHOW 

ĬDetermining how to fix it/prevent it through use of 
Safety Management Cycle and Safety Improvement 
Resources

16



U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

CMV Driver Briefing, April 2010
FMC-CSA-10-027

Safety Fitness Determination (SFD)

SFD would: 

Å Incorporate on-road safety performance via new SMS 
which is updated on a monthly basis

ÅContinue to include major safety violations found as part of 
CSA 2010 investigations

ÅProduce a carrier Safety Fitness Determination (SFD) of
ïUnfit or

ïMarginal or

ïContinue Operation

Draft rulemaking is currently in review within DOT; 

NPRM expected to be published in late 2010.
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Current Rating Process in CSA 2010

CSA 2010 incorporates the existing safety rating 
process and will continue to do so until SFD 
would go into effect:

ÅDrivers will not be rated

ÅDrivers will not face any more suspension risk in the 
future than exists today
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